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CHRISTMAS IS ALWAYS 


By T. W. DAY, Pastor 


Knoxville, Tennessee 


“One man esteemeth one day above another: 
other esteemeth every day alike,’ Romans 14:5. 


an- 


season has captivated the world. Cities are 

decorated with thousands of vari-colored lights. 
Homes have Christmas trees with multi-colored tree 
ornaments and twinkling tinsel. Special programs, 
plays, and services are planned to commemorate this 
glorious season. Commercially, millions of dollars are 
being spent buying and sending Christmas cards; mil- 
lions are being spent buying gifts for loved ones and 
friends. The word Xmas has gained popular usage 
because of the convenience in spelling. True to its 
spelling, as Xmas leaves Christ out, the real, true 
meaning of Christmas is all but forgotten by many 
who celebrate the occasion! 

A chord is struck by the converted actress, Dale 
Evans, who wrote a book entitled Christmas Is Always. 
This chord needs to resound throughout the world 
and penetrate the heart and mind of every person 
celebrating this wonderful season of the year. 

The real meaning of the coming of Christ was pro- 
claimed by a multitude of the heavenly host who 
said: “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON 
EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN” (Luke 
2:14). With the Christmas season, comes that feeling 
of peace and good will toward men. It seems as though 
envy, strife, misunderstandings, and wonderings are 
laid aside and we wish for everyone a “Merry Christ- 
mas.’ December 25 is a magic day. Even to some 
whom you may not care for as much as others, tiie 
same “Merry Christmas” is given to them. 

SHOULD CHRISTMAS BE A ONE DAY AFFAIR? 
Did the birth of Jesus Christ, the peace on earth, 
the good will toward all men last for just one day or 
one season? Should we be satisfied to be at peace 
and spread good will one day or one season? No, a 
thousand times no! THE SAME SPIRIT MANIFESTED 
BY OUR LORD when He lived here on this same earth 
we live on should so fill our hearts and minds until 


O NCE AGAIN THE magic spell of the Christmas 


we hourly and daily perpetuate His love, His peace, 
His longsuffering, His kindness .. . His way of living! 
It is not enough to spread peace and good will on 
December 25, but our lives should daily reflect the 
life of our Lord Jesus that the world may see Jesus 
in us and God be glorified! 


The spirit of Christmas should not be just for a 
day or a season .. . BUT CHRISTMAS SHOULD BE 
EVERY DAY! The same peace and good will we have 
during this season is needed every day. Paul says that 
we should “Let the peace of God RULE in our hearts” 
(Colossians 3:15). 

In this tired, old world, filled with anxiety, per- 
plexity, agony, and mistrust, if all of us would GET 
the Christmas spirit and KEEP the Christmas spirit 
365 days a year, the world would be a better place 
in which to live. Our homes would be a miniature 
heaven, our churches would have such understanding, 
thoughtful, peaceful, Christ-like people that the work 
of the Lord would daily perpetuate the REAL SPIRIT 
OF CHRISTMAS to those to whom you wish a ‘“Mer- 
ry Christmas” on December 25, wish them the same 
peace and good will every day of the year. THAT IS 
THE REAL SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS! 


May this little poem be the “amen” of this Christmas 
message: 


It isn’t the amount you spend for a gift, 
It isn’t the size or the color, 

It isn’t the way you have it wrapped 
That makes my heart feel fuller. 


It is the spirit in which you give, 
The feeling of love so true, 

The good will, peace, and joy that comes 
From having a friend like you. 


As we walk down the road of life, 
Let’s spread good will and cheer, 
CHRISTMAS IS ALWAYS, DAY AFTER DAY, 
AND NOT JUST ONCE A YEAR. 
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By O. W. POLEN : 


National Sunday School and Youth Director 


“The glory of the Lord shone round about them,” 
Luke 2:9. 


pening in the darkness of the night! The angel 

of the Lord came to them and told them not 
to fear the glory of the Lord that was shining round 
about them, because everything that was happening 
to them meant that a Saviour had been born. Out of 
the night, in the Bethlehem pastures, a light—the 
glory of God—shined brightly. 

This experience of the shepherds is especially in- 
teresting because of their social status at this period 
among the Jews. They were considered with very little 
respect. They were not accepted as witnesses in the 
courts. 

One factor, however, that made these lowly shep- 
herds especially fitted for the glad tidings is that the 
sheep used for the daily sacrifices in the temple were 
fed in Bethlehem pastures. Their occupation, for this 
reason, could be considered at least partly sacred, and 
no doubt this in itself greatly influenced the shep- 
herds. We can also be certain that the shepherds 
were aware of the rumor that was being circulated 
at that time that the Messiah for whom they had 
looked so long was soon to appear, and that their 
own Bethlehem was to be the place of His appearing. 

The shepherds were in a very likely place for this 
light to appear. The ground they were on was historic. 
It was on these same hillsides and slopes that David 
had fed his father’s sheep, and it was from these 
pastures that he went forth at God’s command to 
become king of Israel. 

It may seem strange that the humble shepherds 
were the first to receive the wonderful news of 
Christ’s birth, but herein lies a wonderful truth. It 
emphasizes the fact that God is no respecter of per- 
sons. It shows that in His eyes the social position of 
man means nothing. It also lets us know that as 
far as the bestowing of blessings is concerned, there 
is no difference between king and servant, rich and 
poor, important personalities and unimportant per- 
sonalities. All can be the recipients of His blessings. 

Bible authorities state that the “glory of the Lord” 
was the white shining cloud of intense brightness 


by HE SHEPHERDS EXPERIENCED a great hap- 
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which was known among the Jews as the Shekinah. 
This was the visible token of the presence of God. 
It was manifest in the burning bush, in the pillar of 
fire and in the cloud which guided the desert wander- 
ings of the children of Israel, in the tabernacle, and 
in the temple. It shone around Christ on the Mount 
of Transfiguration. This same glory robed Christ, aft- 
er He had risen, when He appeared to Saul outside 
Damascus. 

It was a very precious occasion for God’s people 
when the visible glory of God made its appearance. 
Bearing these facts in mind, we can at least attempt 
to imagine, though it would be impossible for us even 
to come near full comprehension, what a thrilling 
experience this was for the shepherds. 

In the natural setting, there was the light, the 
glory of God, penetrating the actual darkness of the 
night. This, however, was not the only darkness that 
surrounded the shepherds. As has already been men- 
tioned, there was the social and economic darkness 
that also surrounded them, and this appearance of 
the glory of God brought new hope and new courage 
for them. 

The light that made this occasion genuinely bright 
for the shepherds is so much greater than the light 
produced by the millions of bulbs that decorate the 
streets of our cities and stores today, as well as the 
Christmas trees in our homes, that a comparison can- 
not be made. A home may be the most gaily and the 
most colorfully decorated, and yet be minus the real 
“light” of Christmas. 

By the same line of reasoning, a home may be poor 
by economic standards and may have but few of the 
impressive decorations that have become so much a 
part of Christmas today, and yet radiating from that 
home in which Christ lives can be the true light of 
Christmas. Even an individual may have much to 
spend for Christmas gifts and yet be minus the full 
brightness of Christmas in his own life. 

How sad it is that here in America where we have 
approximately a six billion dollar Christmas celebra- 
tion each year that we have so many homes which 
are DARK because the true light has never pene- 
trated them. 

In Luke 2:15 we read “.. . 











Let us now go even * 

















unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” 

The glory of God shining in the hearts of men 
and women will lead them in the right direction— 
toward Christ. The shepherds, after witnessing the 
glory of God and hearing the message of the angel, 
went to Christ. 


The glory of God shining in the lives of people to- 
day will cause them to go to the places where Christ 
is and to places where He would have them be. Mat- 
thew 25:36 says, “I was sick, and ye visited me: I was 
in prison, and ye came unto me.” Visiting the sick 
and visiting those in prison should be the concern of 
every Christian and a part of the outreach program 
of every church. Would not the Christmas season be 
an excellent time to rededicate ourselves to helping 
people in these categories? Christ is there with them, 
waiting to help them, and He is there waiting to help 
us with our efforts. 

What a tremendous difference the glory of the Lord 
made in the lives of the shepherds, and what a tre- 
mendous difference it can make in people’s lives to- 
day. God’s glory is not limited to shining only once 
in our lives, but the rays of it can shine constantly 
into our hearts. Early morning devotions will bring 
some of it into our lives each day. What a difference 
this makes in our day and its activities, regardless of 
what they are. Early morning prayer and Bible read- 
ing can become one of the best “good habits” we, as 
individuals, can acquire. 


NONE OF US ARE without the “dark 
nights” in our lives—times when the glory of the Lord 
comes as the needed and, certainly, as the welcome 
light. We have dark nights of wearisome toil. In every- 
one’s life there are certain tasks of unpleasantness. 
Sometimes there is the monotony of tediousness, the 
abundance of minor details that must be handled. 
There are the long hours of work an individual may 
do that may never come to the attention of people in 
general. There are those times when there is more 
work to be done than seemingly there are hours in 
the day to do it. This is true whether it is the work 
of the minister, the work of the housewife, the work 
of the father, etc. We must remember, however, that 
work should never be a hindrance to our devotion 
because the light that needs to shine constantly into 
our lives will only come as a result of our devotion 
to Christ. If the glory of the Lord is to shine into our 
lives during these dark nights of wearisome toil, it 
can only come to us as we pause long enough for 
its rays to reach us. 


Even in our busiest times, God can speak to us. 
The message of the angel was given to the shepherds 


ee” they were doing their work. Being busy, rather 


than being idle, qualifies us for the blessings of God. 
Moses was taking care of sheep when God spoke to 
him, and Elisha was plowing the field when he heard 
God speak to him. 

There are also the dark nights of disappointment. 
Who has not experienced some disappointment in 
life? There are times when the tears of disappointment 
flow freely, and everything around us seems dark. 
There are times when our faith in people is shatiered, 
and when our confidence is destroyed. There are times 
when the goals which we have worked for and planned 
for suddenly crumble and we are prone to say, “What’s 
the use?” But here, in these dark nights of our lives, 
we can experience the discovery of the glory of the 
Lord shining round about us just as the shepherds 
did. 

The dark nights of temptation are also common 
to the believer. In moments of weakness, God is faith- 
ful to send the light through to us. God has called 
us to follow Him, and since He knows so expertly how 
to deliver the godly out of temptation, surely He will 
take care of us. A way of escape will always be ready, 
simultaneously, with the temptation. “Ari old exposi- 
tor says, ‘there is no valley so dark but he can find 
a way through it, no affliction so grievous but what 
he can prevent or remove or enable us to support it, 
and, in the end, overrule it to our advantage.’ ” 

Even the dark night of death is not disturbing when 
the light of the glory of God is shining through to 
the soul of the believer. While death may be con- 
sidered by many as the darkest of nights here on 
earth, what comfort there is in the words of the 
Psalmist David: “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley ‘of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.” Just as the darkness of the night in 
which Christ was born was penetrated by the light 
of the glory of God, likewise the dargxness of the 
night of death for the Christian can be dispelled by 
the presence and glory of God. 

Matthew tells of another light that brightened the 
darkness of the night the Saviour was born. Matthew 
2:2 says, “. . . for we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him.” 

The real light of Christmas continues to shine 
brightly today, nearly 2,000 years later, and there are 
still comparatively few who have followed this light. 
Although everyone has this privilege, still many are 
not looking for the light, and many who have seen 
the light are not following it. 

What brilliance, what glow, and what strength there 
are in even the smallest degree of the light of Christ 
shining in our lives. I well remember, during basic 
training in World War II, the demonstration that was 
given when we were being taught the importance of 


(Continued on page 18) 














THE GIFT OF GOD 


By J. H. WALKER, Jr. 


Dean, Lee College 
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“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life,” John 3:16. 


URING THE CHRISTMAS 
SP\szsson our hearts are filled 
with the desire to give gifts. 
Everyone is happy and gay. It is 
the season to be jolly. It is a time 
of laughter and revelry. It is the 
time when children are eagerly an- 
ticipating the gifts which they 
know are coming their way. With 
bright eyes, gesturing hands, and 
countenances aglow, they describe 
the things which they are hoping 
to receive. As parents we give as 
much as we possibly can, and then 
sit back with satisfaction when we 
see the happiness that comes from 
our giving. We like to give gifts. 
We enjoy sharing with others. Our 
biggest regret is that we cannot 
give more, and usually we express 
what we have given is only a token 
of our love. 

Some people miss the blessings of 
giving gifts. Please do not let this 
happen to you. The expression 
“Christmas is becoming so com- 
mercialized these days” is often 
heard. This reflects the success of 
business but destroys the meaning 
of the Christmas season. Some per- 
sons are so busy that they work 
late hours all through the Christ- 
mas season and have for their re- 
membrances a sea of faces, crowds 
of shoppers, the wrapping of pack- 
ages, and the ringing of the cash 
register. For them Christmas is the 
season to make money, and thus 
they double their efforts to attract 
as much business as possible. Their 
thoughts of a gift is not in what 
they will receive or give but is in 
making the sale to others who are 
giving. Some are busy preparing 
their shopping or mailing lists, be- 
ing certain that they have not for- 
gotten anyone who sent them a gift 
or card the previous year. Their 
spirit of giving is dominated by 


their receipts, and thus they miss 
much of the joy of the Christmas 
season. 

This year let us take time to re- 
member the purpose of Christmas. 
Let us examine and understand 
why we are having this special oc- 
casion. This is a time of rejoicing, 
gaiety, and happiness. Our hearts 
are warmed with a feeling of glad- 
ness and good doing. We desire to 
help others. It is a time of unself- 
ishness and such it should be. For 
it is the season when we recognize 
the greatest gift that has ever 
been given. 

This gift of God was not a last 
minute purchase or a spur-of-the- 
moment action. It was not given 
with an apology that “He wished 
that He could give more.” God has 
the resources of the universe at His 
hand. Jewels and precious stones 
are in His treasury. The boundless 
beauties of nature are at His com- 
mand. The murmuring of the 
stream, the beauty of the sunset, 
the waves of the wheat field, the 
stars in the heaven show forth 
His handiwork. He could have cre- 
ated a gift more beautiful than 
nature, even surpassing the great- 
est imaginations of man. 

The gift chosen was not one of 
beauty, but was without “form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see 
him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him.” The value of 
the gift is not in its beauty but is 
in its function. The cost is the most 
precious thing which God had to 
give to the world—the giving of 
Himself. There was no attempt on 
God’s part to repay or give a gift 
equal in value to a gift received, 
but His gift was unselfish and 
completely given to one who was 
undeserving. His gift is not a mo- 
mentary enjoyment, a passing 
pleasure, a fleeting thing which is 
quickly consumed. His gift is not 
temporal, but eternal. 

Just as we who are earthly par- 
ents receive great satisfaction in 
giving, our heavenly Father is 
blessed through His gift. He made 
man for the purpose of fellowship. 


He wanted children with whom He 
could communicate. His children 
became wayward and disobedient, 
and only through this great sac- 
rifice, this great gift, was a means 
wrought whereby this fellowship 
could be restored. Thus, God is hap- 
py and there is rejoicing in heaven 
when His gift is received. 

We, the receivers of God's gift, 
are blessed when we receive it, for 
the gift enables us to fulfill the 
longing within our hearts for com- 
pleteness. It gives us that satisfy- 
ing portion which fills the hun- 
gering heart for fellowship with 
God. 

Often one is unaware of the value 
of a gift until he is given some- 
thing which he discovers very use- 
ful. Recently we were given an 
electric skillet, and I wonder how we 
previously managed to get by with- 
out one. We use it nearly every 
day. This is true of our Christian 
experience. God is useful to us, not 
as someone whom we can selfishly 
use for personal gain or desire, but 
through Him we have peace of 
mind and a purpose in our life. 
Through Him we have a goal and 
standards of achievement which 
enable us to succeed. 


THE FUNCTION of 
God’s gift covers both areas of 
man’s life, the present and the fu- 
ture. For the family who has just 
lost a loved one, He is a comforter. 
From the Christian brother whose 
house burned with everything he 
owned, there came words of en- 
couragement because he remem- 
bered Job and was able to express 
himself through the words, “The 
Lord gave, the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” 

In times of trouble we can be 
conscious of the eternal purpose 
that gives value to our daily ac- 
tivities and not become lost in the 
little things of life. Ten years from 
now most of the things which are 
so perplexing and worrisome will 
have been forgotten and will -be 
replaced by other things which will 
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be disturbing us. And yet when we 
are so cumbered with the cares of 
life we can lift our eyes heaven- 
ward; as the eagle soars above the 
storm clouds, so we can rise above 
temporal things and place our- 
selves in God’s eternal program. 
This is true because of the gift 
which God sent us. 

This summer while participating 
in a religious survey for the South- 
ern Appalachian Studies, I was 
surprised at the fear which some 
of the interviewees had toward 
death. Several times when I asked, 
“What is the meaning of death to 
you?” they would answer, “It is so 
sad”; “I dread it’; “I don’t like 
to think about it’; “It is awful.” 
But one of the functions of God’s 
gift is to give us victory over death. 
“O death where is thy sting.” Like 
Paul we can say “to be absent in 
the body is to be present with the 
Lord.” As God’s children, the dread 
and fear of death is removed and 
a life everlasting with God is an- 
ticipated. As the Psalmist, we can 
have the assurance that, “Yea, 
though. I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil.” We will not be separated 
from our Maker through death. 


To those in despair, this gift of 
God is a hope; to the sick, a heal- 
er; to the captives, a deliverer; to 
the sad, a giver of joy; to the 
heartbroken, a comforter; to the 
sinner, a Saviour. He is the answer 
to man’s greatest problems, to the 
world’s search for peace. He is the 
Way of Life, the Bread of Life, the 
Door, the Way, the Truth, the 
Spring of Living Water, the Giver 
of Life Everlasting, the Eternal One, 
the Prince of Peace, the Messiah, 
the Son of God. He is the Gift 
which all mankind needs. 


One day in Bogota, Columbia, 
Rev. Vessie Hargrave and I went 
across town to the home of a fam- 
ily where their only son was sick. 
When he was a few months old, 
the boy’s right leg was stricken 
with paralysis. The mother ex- 
plained that for several years she 
had prayed for a son and that as 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, she 
promised God if he would give her 
a son, she would dedicate him to 
God’s cause. When her son was 
born, she and her husband rejoiced, 
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and he began to go with her to 
worship the Lord. However, when 
the child became stricken, her hus- 
band turned from God. She asked 
that we pray for her husband and 
her son. As we knelt in the interior 
of that house (this was in the 
midst of much religious persecu- 
tion in Columbia) we were visited 
by the presence of God, and the 
lad began wiggling his toes on his 
right foot. The mother, with tears 
flowing freely, drew our attention 
to the fact that God had touched 
her boy’s body. The gift of God 
was functioning as God planned, 
for He came to heal the sick. 

In Haiti there was a voodoo 
priest who became famous for the 
mighty way that he was used by 
the devil. People came from distant 
places to be in his ceremonies. But 
as he expressed later, he became 
so dominated by the evil spirits 
that he had little time of his own. 
His thoughts and actions were so 
controlled that he was as a robot 
of Satan’s. He prayed to God Al- 
mighty for deliverance. One Satur- 
day during a ceremony his assist- 
ant announced publicly that the 
priest would soon not be with them. 
That night the priest dreamed that 
he saw a group of people coming 
from Port-au-Prince to his house 
for worship and that he invited 
them in. His dream was so real 
that the next morning he seated 
himself on the front porch wait- 
ing. That afternoon the pastor of 
the Port-au-Prince Church of God, 
Rev.—Bernard-—Lacombe and a 
group from his church, led by the 
Spirit of God, went to the priest’s 
house and asked his permission to 
conduct a prayer meeting there. 
The priest invited them in and ex- 
plained that he was waiting on 
them. After he told of his dream, 
they began praying; today that 
priest is not only a Christian, but 
is a minister of the gospel in the 
Church of God. God’s gift functions 
“to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, ... to set at liberty them 
that are bruised.” 


Once another missionary and I 
visited a church five days’ distance 
by horseback in the mountains. It 
was during the rainy season and a 
large river we were following was 
at flood stage. As the evening grew 





late, it became extremely dark. In 
the distance we heard the drums 
of a voodoo service, and I knew 
that we had to pass right by it. 
After discussing the situation we 
decided that a greater danger lay 
from the voodoo followers, so we 
blew out our lamps and tried to 
proceed on the trail. I was leading 
and could hear the rush of the 
turbulent swollen river. From the 
distance I heard a shrill small voice 
call, “Ou ap perdi, ou ap perdi” 
(You are lost, you are lost). It 
sounded as though it were coming 
from out of this world, but soon 
a lad approached with a light. I 
was leading them astray, for I had 
lost my way. In fact, I would have 
plunged over the bank of the flood- 
ed river. The lad placed us back on 
the trail and God protected us past 
the voodoo service. Within this ex- 
perience I see a symbol of the 
world groping blindly, lost without 
a knowledge of the true way. And 
just as the lad set us straight, so 
God sent His Son and gave His 
gift to be a light unto our path. 
Thus, another function of God’s 
gift is to give the world a pur- 
pose in life, a deliverance from 
blinding selfishness, and a finding 
of our way as we lose ourselves in 
the way of Christ. 

By accepting His gift we be- 
come His children. We are members 
of the family of God, “heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.” 
We have prepared for us a home 
in heaven where we will live eter- 
nally in His presence. We will have 
the future life prepared for us 
where there will be no sorrow, sad- 
ness, tears, nor pain. We will spend 
our time rejoicing and singing the 
praises of God. 


There is a special feature about 
this gift from God. Its function 
can be increased as it is shared 
with others. It is universal and is 
intended for everyone. Its function 
can become more real and of great- 
er use the more it is used and 
shared by its recipients. 


During this Christmas season let 
us be thankful that we have re- 
ceived God’s gift personally in our 
lives. Let us give to others the 
greatest gift ever given to man, the 
glad news of salvation, the only 
begotten Son of God. 
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Why Christ should NOT have been born 


By ROBERT E. STEVENS 
Chaplain, Lee College 
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HE BIRTH OF JESUS did 
SJ please everyone, While 

the wise men sought un- 
flinchingly to worship Him, others 
sought to destroy Him. Just be- 
cause people revere someone and 
pay him homage does not mean he 
is man of mark in the eyes of all. 
How much better off would the 
world have been had Jesus not 
been born? 


One of the first men to express 
his dissatisfaction with the birth of 
Jesus was Herod. When the wise 
men came inquiring about the 
birthplace of the King of the Jews, 
Herod became troubled. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the news troubled Je- 
rusalem as well. Immediately he 
demanded the priests and scribes 
to determine where Christ should 
be born. The words which they 
found in the book of the Prophet 
Micah added to the king’s discom- 
posure. “But thou, Beth-lehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Is- 
rael; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 


The king’s interest increased 
when he learned of the star which 
the wise men had seen. To him it 
was no longer an ordinary star. 
His heredity and experience lent 
itself to star-gazing anyway, not 
the kind of study made by the wise 
men, however, but the kind of 
pompous ambition men are crazed 
with which cause them to aspire 
power and more power. Herod 
privately called the wise men to 
find out what time the star ap- 
peared. Then with all the poise of 
a king, he told them to search 
diligently for the Child and to let 
him know where they found Him. 
He said he wanted to worship Him, 
too. But when he uttered the word, 


worship, he meant something en- 
tirely different. 

Herod being mocked of the wise 
men sent forth an edict to destroy 
all the children in Bethlehem un- 
der the age of two years. As far as 
Herod was concerned, it would 
have been better had Christ not 
been born. 

Who was this man who could be 
so cruel to the innocents within 
his domain? He has been called 
Herod the Great. Greatness itself 
often fools people as does the pow- 
er that an office may encompass. 
Sometimes authority and ambition 
are the handicaps of people who 
otherwise would make a tremend- 
ous contribution to the society and 
the welfare of mankind. From the 
beginning of Herod’s reign as ruler 
in Galilee, he either encountered 
trouble or connived in order to keep 
out of embroilment. Josephus tells 
of his executing some robbers with- 
out the permission of the Sanhe- 
drin; when called forth for trial, 
he appeared with an armed body- 
guard, intimidated the council, 
and was acquitted for “lack of 
evidence.” 

On the other hand, he made 
friends with both the contemporary 
Roman factions in his country. Sex- 
tus Caesar bestowed a generalship 
upon him. When Caesar’s enemy, 
Mark Antony, made him tetrarch 
of Galilee, Herod transferred his 
affections. In 40 B.C. the govern- 
ment sent him to Rome, more as a 
fugitive than a visitor, but shipped 
him back as king of the Jews; 
however, it was not until 37 B.C. 
that through the help of Antony 
he succeeded in taking Jerusalem 
and commencing his actual reign. 

The years to follow brought 
fresh vicissitudes. Trouble with his 
Roman friends fluctuated and 
when Octavianus became victor, 
Herod sided with him, gained his 

















friendship, and received increased 
dominions. 

Herod’s variable life was not on- 
ly political in nature. He had many 
domestic problems over which he 
was the victor in a similar man- 
ner. Josephus points out that he 
lost some prestige with his wife 
when he murdered her brother 
and grandfather; this loss of pres- 
tige by his wife, Mariamne, in- 
creased until she was falsely ac- 
cused and executed. Because of the 
king’s remorse, perhaps, he then 
built theaters and exhibited acts 
both of which were contrary to 
Judaism. Then later as a gesture 
to pacify the Jews, he rebuilt and 
beautified the Jerusalem temple. 

Added to the many threats of 
power at the close of Herod’s life, 
the wise men brought news of this 
newborn Child prophesied to be 
king. This was not the first threat 
to Herod’s power; besides the above 
vices, Herod at an earlier stage of 
his power slew his sons, Alexander, 
Aristobulus, -and Antipater, for 
plotting against his life. The 
slaughter of the innocents only 
added to his many atrocities. 

He was a diseased man not only 
in mind, but in body. He sought 
violently to find cures. He bathed 
in hot sulphur springs near the 
Dead Sea, but they did not effect 
any cures. Feeling that there would 
be much rejoicing when he died, 
he urged his sister, Salome, to lock 
up some principal Jews in the cir- 
cus at Jericho and kill them at 
the time of his death so there 
would be mourning in the land. 
Josephus eases our minds when he 
says that the Jews were released 
at Herod’s death rather than exe- 
cuted. The people welcomed the 
death of the tyrant and, rather 
than mourn, they uttered sighs of 
relief. 


When the earlier parts of his life 
are known it is easier to under- 
stand why Herod preferred that 
Christ had not been born. Perhaps 
some would like to justify his an- 
tagonism for the famous Child. 
Maybe the reasons behind Herod’s 
feelings and his vile decree are not 
yet realized. There must have been 
some underlying circumstances to 
cause his self-willed and aggressive 
personality. 


II 


HIs POSITION was 
threatened. If one would put him- 
self into the position of Herod and 
realize that his job, his security, 
and his power were in jeopardy, 
he would see that there might be 
a bit of anguish. Realizing he had 
entered a government position ear- 
ly in life, he suspected that this 
Child, reportedly a newborn king, 
could also take over at an early 
age. But why would he be so con- 
cerned over a baby? He knew the 
ways of people and the emotions 
of the crowd. He also knew the 
way his enemies might use news 
of this kind as a threat to his 
throne. Being an old man and sick 
at that, it would seem that he 
would have had a reverence for 
life and infancy. Yet Herod, crazed 
by an inner conflict, was touch 
by Satan himself. r 

The state of the government 
could also be in serious peril be- 
cause of mass excitement over a 
child supposedly sent by God. The 
religious forces' of the land were 
one of his thorns anyway, and this 
kind of stimulus could well set off 
serious repercussions. If he had 
made any personal strides in the 
government, then they, too, were 
threatened. Naturally, if he had 
accomplished any changes, he prid- 
ed in them and did not want them 


destroyed. Moreover, pride, power, 
and pain constituted his plat- 
form and he was so blinded 

by himself that while he 

was living, he may well have 
never known the severity of his 
deeds. Still he suffered with 

inner agony untold by his outward 
appearance. This new event 

added to his perplexity. 

Just as the Sanhedrin, the Ro- 
man officials, his wife’s folks, 
the controversies of Rome, 
and his own sons had been a 
threat to him, the possibility of 
a new child king was equally 
alarming. Through his own 
craving for position and au- 
thority, and more by 
his suspicion that divergent cir- 
cumstances indicated conspiracy 
against him, Herod demon- 
strated his own insecurity. When 
the thunder roared and the 
lightning crashed, he must 
have nervously thought up a 
galaxy of ways that his 
enemies could use nature’s dis- 
asters for his annihilation. 

The soft whisper of a couple in 
love, the conversation among palace 
maids about their duties, or 

the abrupt sound of a 

chariot and horses indicated 

to him that his life was in danger. 
Regardless of intention, in spite 
of true motive and apart from 
actually, his interpretation 

of any private conversation or 
strange conduct was summed up 
as conspiracy or revenge. 

Back of his insecurity lay his 
early appointment to a govern- 
ment position. While yet a 
youth he was appointed to 
the government of Galilee. Such 
an appointment would naturally 
create anxiety within him, but 
might also be inclined to make 
him feel self-suffifient and 
self-centered. The anxiety he 
felt, as well as the pride he at- 
tained, instigated a series of re- 
actions within him which 
added to the deep insecure 
feelings he felt. Having to 
profile a face of confidence and 
authority which he did not feel 
within, and having to possess 
adult and stable attitude which 
were not a part of him, in- 
creased the guilt within his 
soul. Though it is hard to decipher 

(Continued on page 17) 


11 











TEXT: 


2:1, 2). 


The Middle- Eastern Star 


ALESTINE MAY NOT be 

the focal attraction of all 

the earth, nor the axis 
of world politics, but it has been 
the center of all prophetical. ut- 
terances since man was upon the 
face of the earth. All prophetical 
statements and the fulfillment of 
the words of the holy prophets 
were uttered and brought to pass 
within the boundary of the Medi- 
terranean Sea. The culminating 
period of all ages and the predic- 
tions of Biblical prophecies will 
eventfully terminate in the ter- 
ritorial divisions of the Middle 
East. 

The star of Bethlehem that ap- 
peared unto the wise men east of 
the Great Sea and the holy city 
of Jerusalem is soon to repeat its 
designed purpose: a sign of the 
coming of the King of glory to His 
kingdom, the Star out of Jacob, 
and a Sceptre that shall rule the 
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“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is 
he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his 
star in the east, and are come to worship him” (Matthew 


earth from the throne of king 
David. The Western Hemisphere is 
seldom mentioned in prophecy; 
however, the developments of the 
Middle-Eastern star will affect all 
the earth, especially the eastern 
world. “For as the ligntning cometh 
out of the east, and shineth even 
unto the west, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be” 
(Matthew 24:27). 

The first star sign of Christ ap- 
Peared above the huge mountains 
of Ararat in the territory of 
Armenia, the location of the garden 
of Eden. In the valleys formed by 
the mountains were wise men, the 
princely priests of the heavenly 
sphere, astrologers beholding the 
heavens of the planets. And, be- 
hold, a star appeared unto them, 
twinkling gloriously far above the 
mountains. Immediately the wise 
men mounted their camels in pur- 
suit of the guiding star of Bethle- 


hem. The distance from the Ararat 
section of Armenia to the city of 
Bethlehem is approximately one 
thousand miles by way of the 
mountainous valleys. At the end 
of the star trail, while the star 
stood over the place where the 
young child was, the wise men 
entered the house and presented 
their gifts unto the Christ Child. 

In Palestine, the symbolic fig 
tree sign is near completion; the 
Jews are back in the holy moun- 
tains of God. According to Scrip- 
ture, and in the light of prophecy, 
we know that summer is nigh; the 
coming of the Son of God is im- 
pending; the star of the Middle 
East is in full projection. The bat- 
tle of Armageddon, the forces from 
the land of Magog, are shaping 
the destiny of God in the valley 
of Megiddo. 

Palestine has been God’s time- 
piece since the beginning of the 


















ages. It was in the territory of the 


Armenian mountains that God 
made Adam from the dust of the 
Middle East. In the same vicinity 
were brought forth the living crea- 
tures of the earth and every living 
creature of the waters. Palestine 
will overshadow the events that 
close all prophecy, and witness the 
annihilation of all the nations of 
the earth. 

The famous Euphrates River 
heads in the mountains of Ararat, 
forming from the river that went 
out of Eden to water the garden. 
It parts into four heads; namely, 
Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel or modern 
Tigris, and the great Euphrates 
which is the same modern Eu- 
phrates of prophecy (Genesis 2: 
10-14). The Euphrates moves across 
the territory of Turkey, Biblically 
the ancient Asia Minor; and is 
guided within its banks across the 
Holy Land, the location site of the 
famous cities of Babylon and Ur. 
Culminating into the Persian Gulf 
in southern Iraq, it will play a part 
in the Armageddon battle (Revela- 
tion 16:12). 

In the same eastern territory 
of Armenia, the ark was prepared 
against the great deluge. The 
mountains of Ararat stood within 
and out of the waters of the flood. 
Noah, from the mount, could view 
an empty earth; all the living were 
with him on the mount. 


IT HAPPENED in the 
Middle East. Creation was begun, 
man was made a living soul; sin 
entered the world, and man died 
both in sin and dust; the ter- 
ritories of the Middle East were 
covered with the waters of the 
flood. From the city of Ur and into 
the land of promise came Abraham, 
in whom we received the Christ 
by faith. Jacob was blessed and 
became the father of Israel; Joseph 
ruled over Egypt and was second 
only to the king; the Red Sea was 
opened and ‘Israel passed over 
600,000 strong in manhood. The law 
of Moses was given from Mount 
Sinai. Elijah called down fire upon 
the altar from Mount Carmel, ap- 
proximately six miles from the 
ancient battlegrounds of Megiddo, 
where the battle of Armageddon 
will be waged. The manna was 
given from heaven for forty years 





in the land of the wilderness; 
Israel entered the Holy Land cross- 
ing the River of Jordan near Mount 
Nebo, the location of the death of 
Moses. It was near the Euphrates 
River that Daniel was cast into 
the den of lions, and the Hebrew 
boys into the fiery furnace. The 
wicked Haman, the Agagite, who 
wrote to destroy the Jews, was 
hanged upon the gallows that he 
had prepared for Mordecai. The 
Middle East was the land of Sam- 
son, the giant having power with 
God. Space will not suffice for the 
many events recorded in Scriptures 
that transpired in the Middle- 
Eastern land of prophecy. 

Worthy of our observation is the 
fact that Christ Jesus was born 
in the Middle East; He lived and 
died in the Holy Land. The Spirit 
of God was given unto men on the 
day of Pentecost; the Church was 
purchased with the blood of Christ 
on Calvary, and became active on 
the day of Pentecost. Asia Minor 
became the center of the symbolic 
seven churches; the book of Reve- 
lation was written by their minis- 
ter, John, the Divine, and the 
prophecy of the Book is to be un- 
folded, in its majority, covering the 
Middle-Eastern territory. The gos- 
pel of Christ was first preached 
at Jerusalem, then into all the 
earth. It will be in Palestine that 
the angel will preach the ever- 
lasting gospel to the subjects of 
the anti-Christ regime, and the two 
witnesses will take the gospel of 
peace to the 144,000 Jews that sing 
the song of Moses and of the Lamb. 

Saints, be vigilant, the Middle 
Eastern star is shining brightly 
across the land of Palestine. The 
world crisis may deviate from one 
continent to another in its conflict 
of the cold war, but time will cen- 
tralize all events in the Middle 
East, concluding in the battle of 
Gog and Magog. 


THE LAND OF GOG 
AND MAGOG: In the original as- 
pect, Gog and Magog were two 
men who lived upon the earth; 
Gog, the Rubenite (1 Chronicles 
5:1-4), and Magog, the son of 
Japheth, who was the son of Noah 
(Genesis 10:2). From the geneal- 
ogy of Japheth came the gentiles, 
who in later times became a sepa- 


rate people from the Jews and were 
called “heathen,” being non-Israel- 
ites. In congruity with prophecy, 
God and Magog became the nations 
of the northern territory that are 
to invade Palestine and come 
against Israel (Ezekiel 38:39). The 
location of Magog is centralized in 
Russia by most Biblical authorities 
on prophecy. 

The prophetical invasion is to 
come from the northern country. 
The northern giant with his armies 
of Magog under the prince, Gog, 
will come into Palestine like unto 
a great storm cloud covering the 
Holy Land (Ezekiel 38:1-15). The 
fury of the Lord (great tribulation) 
is to take place at the time of the 
invasion, and is to be concluded 
in the Armageddon battle (Ezekiel 
38:17-22). Christ will return to 
fight against the kings of the East 
and their armies, and He will 
destroy them upon the mountains 
of Israel. The modern Magog na- 
tions will become meat for the 
ravenous birds of every sort (Eze- 
kiel 39:1-20; Revelation 19:17-21). 


The Armageddon conflict is not 
to be confused with the battle of 
Gog and Magog, which will take 
place after the kingdom age of 
Christ (Revelation 20:7-9). The 
judgment of the nations will ex- 
clude the evil goat nations from the 
kingdom age, permitting the sheep 
nations to enter the kingdom as 
the “blessed of the father” (Mat- 
thew 25:31-46). The beast and his 
false prophet will be cast alive into 
the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20, 
21); his armies are to be devoured 
at the great supper of God by the 
fowls of the heavens. The devil is 
bound in the bottomless pit and 
sealed for one thousand years 
(Revelation 20:1-3). 

THE BATTLE OF GOG AND 
MAGOG: After God has planted 
the bones of the modern Magog 
nations in the valley of Hamon- 
gog in the land of Israel, a city 
is to be erected there and will be 
called Hamonah (Ezekiel 39:6-16). 
The everlasting kingdom of Christ 
will be set up. Christ will reign 
for one thousand years upon the 
throne of David. During the closing 
period of His reign on earth, Satan 
will be loosed from his pit. The 


(Continued on page 18) 
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DRAYTON PLAINS, MICHIGAN 


Rev. Vera Bently is given credit for 
the new work at Drayton Plains which 
was organized December 18, 1958, with 
seven members. 


MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 
Another new church in Michigan 
was started by Reverend Herman Smith 
at Mt. Clemens. The church was set 
in order December 13, 1958, with seven 
members. 
























OF EVANGELISM 


ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 

On September 7, the only Pente- 
costal Church in the capital of Mary- 
land was organized by Brother Marvin 
Dupree. The church was organized with 
16 members and has enjoyed a very 
rapid growth. The attendance has al- 
ready climbed to over 100 and the 
tithes are remarkably good. Brother 
Dupree and his wife are working un- 
tiringly in this new field. 


DETROIT, WEST FORT STREET, 
MICHIGAN 

Reverend H. L. Rose, District Pastor 
of Monroe, Michigan, is responsible 
for organizing the new church at De- 
troit on West Fort Street. The church 
was set in order November 9, 1958, 
with fifteen members. 


GRAHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 
A new church was organized at 
Graham, North Carolina, with six 
members on January 1, 1959. Reverend 
James Wilson is responsible for this 
new church which now has twenty- 
four members. 


Spreading the Flame 


TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
On July 31, 1958, a new church was 
organized at Tacoma, Washington. The 
church was set in order with seven 
members. Reverend Paul I. Hocker is 
given credit for digging out this new 
work. 


VIERS MILL, MARYLAND 

Reverend Douglas Poole is the pastor 
of the most recently organized church 
at Viers Mill, Maryland. In six weeks 
Brother Poole gathered a congregation 
through door-to-door visitation. The 
church has been organized with 10 
adults and promises to be a very thriv- 
ing work. Brother Poole is doing an 
outstanding work for God. 


MIAMI, OKLAHOMA 
Reverend and Mrs. Alford Ventle are 
responsible for the new church at 
Miami, Oklahoma, which was organized 
December 18, 1958, with five members. 


WACO, TEXAS 

Reverend C. R. Thomison and E. L. 
Millins are responsible for the new 
church at Waco, Texas. The church 
was organized October 27, 1958, with 
sixteen members. The Lord is blessing 
there and the attendance is increasing 
greatly. 


























TORRINGTON, WYOMING 

Responsible for this new work is the 
Reverend Ollie Parsons, pastor of the 
Church of God, Wheatland, Wyoming. 
The church was organized in Novem- 
ber, 1958, with 8 members. Since that 
time, we have purchased a nice church 
building. The pastor is the Reverend 
Freddie Herring. 


HIGH POINT, GEORGIA 
On February 22, 1959, a new church 
was set in order at High Point, Georgia, 
with eleven members. Reverend Harold 
Meacham is the pastor and Reverend 
James A. Proctor is the district pastor. 


GROVE, OKLAHOMA 
A new church was organized with 
ten members October 28, 1958, at Grove, 
Oklahoma. The church has recently 
added six more members and is already 
averaging around fifty in Sunday 
School. The L.W.W.B. is in full oper- 
ation. The future is really looking 

bright for this new church. 


BAILEY, NORTH CAROLINA 

Reverend C. H. Deans is responsible 
for the new church at Bailey, North 
Carolina, which was organized Sep- 
tember 22, 1958, with 9 members. The 
church now has an organized Willing 
Workers’ Band and a Y.P.E. that is 
averaging 25 in attendance. 





BONNER SPRINGS, KANSAS 

On November 11, 1958, a church was 

organized by Brother F. L. Hignight 

at Bonner Springs, Kansas. God is 

certainly blessing the people at Bonner 

Springs and giving them souls for His 
kingdom. 


CHESTER, GEORGIA 
Reverend Homer Harvey and Sister 
Ruby Nelson are responsible for the 
new church at Chester, Georgia. Sister 
Nelson is the pastor of the church now. 
This new work had its beginning No- 
vember 14, 1958, with 12 members. 


GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 

On February 1, 1959, a new church 
was set in order at Garden Grove, 
Calif.. with eighteen members. Rever- 
end and Mrs. C. F. Meador are respon- 
sible for this new work. 


EAST NEWNAN, GEORGIA 

The Church of God expanded in East 
Newnan when a new church was set 
in order December 1, 1958, with ten 
members. Reverend A. C. Green is the 
pastor of the new congregation and 
Reverend James A. Proctor is the dis- 
trict pastor. 


LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
(WESTSIDE) 

Reverend William H. Morgan is re- 
sponsible for organizing the Louisville, 
Kentucky, Westside, Church. The 
church was set in order June 22, 1957, 
with seven members. God has been 


blessing the church and it now has 
fifty-eight members. 





PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
The new Church of God in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, was organized 
February 21, 1959, with eight members. 
The Reverend J. G. Sims is the pastor 
who is given credit for this new work. 
The Lord is blessing this new church 
and they are on the move for God. 


ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 
Reverend Clyde R. Burell, Jr., is 
given credit for digging out the new 
work at Anaheim, Calif., which was 
organized March 29, 1959, with twenty- 
four members. The Lord is blessing and 
the church is on the move. 


BANDON, OREGON 
Sunday evening, November 2, a new 
church was organized at Bandon, Ore- 
gon, with ten members. Dan Durham 
is pastor. 


LINCOLN, CALIFORNIA 
The Reverend and Mrs. Roy Huff are 
given credit for the organization of 
a new church at Lincoln, California, 
which was set in order on January 28, 
1959, with thirteen members. 


ST. GEORGE, GEORGIA 
Reverend LeRoy Lightsey is respon- 
sible for the organization of the new 
Church of God in St. George, Georgia, 
which was set in order on January 19, 
1959, with nine members. Reverend 
LeRoy Carver is the district pastor. 























































































GOLD BEACH, OREGON 

Sunday morning, November 2, a new 
church was organized in Gold Beach. 
Oregon, with seven members. Alvin G. 
Eason was the pastor responsible for 
this new church. 


SAN ANTONIO, MONTE VISTA, TEXAS 

The new church at San Antonio was 
organized by Brother T. Raymond 
Morse. He laid the groundwork that 
led to its evolution. The church was 
set in order with fifteen members on 
January 1, 1959. 


OAK HARBOR, WASHINGTON 
On July 18, a new church was or- 
ganized at Oak Harbor, Washington, 
with six members. C. A. Anderson is 
responsible for this new work which 
has more than doubled its member- 
ship since first organized. 


ORANGEVALE, CALIFORNIA 
On February 21, 1959, a new church 
was organized at Orangevale, Calif., 
with six members. The Reverend J. Carl 
Conley is the’ pastor of this growing 
church. 


SUN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 
Brother E. J. Mitchell is responsible 
for the new church at Sun Valley, 
Calif., which was organized with twelve 
members on March 8, 1959. 


SKYLINE, ALABAMA 
A new church was organized at Sky- 
line, Alabama, November 21, 1958, with 
twenty-five members. Reverend W. W. 
Morgan is given credit for this new 
church. 


FRANKLIN, KENTUCKY 
A new church was organized at 
Franklin, Kentucky, September 14, 1958, 
with 8 members. Already this church 
has 15 members and is doing fine. Rev- 
erend Ivan G. Pruitt is responsible 
for this new church. 


HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 
E. O. Stewart is responsible for the 
new church at Huntsville, Alabama 
The Huntsville Church was organized 
December 2, with nine members. 


FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 

The church at Farmington was or- 
ganized on August 7, with seven mem- 
bers. This church was pioneered by 
Rev. Ivan Sharp and was sponsored by 
the Pioneers for Christ members in 
New Mexico. Although this church was 
only organized in August, it has re- 
ported both to the state office and 
general ofices for almost a year. The 
church and Sunday School are doing 
fine and just recently, we purchased 
two fine lots in the growing city of 
Farmington. 

CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

The church in Carlsbad was organ- 
ized on Dec. 31, with seven members. 
Since then, eight more have joined and 
there are others who will be coming 
in shortly. The church is doing fine 
under the able leadership of Brother 
Drake. Brother Drake brought his 
property in also and it is valued at 
around $30,000. 
































WHY CHRIST SHOULD NOT 
HAVE BEEN BORN 
(Continued from page 11) 
guilt and insecurity because they 
both say the same thing much of 
the time, each of the haunting 
states was demontrated in the life 

of Herod. 

He often felt insecure because he 
felt guilty. He was a delinquent 
ruler. The remorse and deep griev- 
ances of guilt that plagued his soul 
underlay his concern for his posi- 
tion and the threat to his political 
policy. The birth of a heavenly 
Child threatened him more than 
the conspiracy of an earthly power- 
crazed man. 

Though Herod was not ali Jew, 
he had some Jewish blood within 
and knew something of the God 
of the Hebrews. The prophecies of 
the Messiah, the prediction of what 
many thought to be an earthly 
king, and the longing in the heart 
of many for this glorious occasion 
perturbed Herod more than is on 
the surface. Just as what he did, ac- 
cording to the writings of Josephus 
which sometimes may be exaggera- 
tive, plagued him, his inner con- 
flict was excruciating. What stag- 
gered him most was his soul. A 
king having prophetic and religious 
significance would be more than 
an ordinary ruler. He would be an 
emissary of God. 

Herod knew he could not compete 
with God; yet he tried. His guilt 
plagued him and his sin grew be- 
cause of his hard heart. 


III 

Herod had many reasons why Je- 
sus should not have been born. 
Though there is no way of knowing, 
one presumes that Herod was neu- 
rotic and almost is inclined to be- 
lieve that he was psychotic or even 
psychopathic. Yet down through 
the ages and even in the life of 
Jesus Himself, people have wished 
that He had not existed. They, too, 
had their reasons; do not minimize 
the meaning of them. Whatever the 
reasons may be, they are similar in 
kind and in nature to those on 
which Herod’s rested. 

Possibly there were sympathizers 
at Bethlehem who felt sorry for 
Mary and looked at Joseph with 
disdain. “The very thought of an 


& expectant mother going away on a 


trip and not making plans to de- 
liver her baby,” they whined. 

“There is a rumor out that the 
child is not Joseph’s,” some gos- 
siped. 

“It would have been better that 
this child had not been born. He 
will grow up with a stigma attached 
to him,” another asserted. 

“Just think, having to stay in a 
stable. If must be an awfully low 
class of people,” were the words 
most widely heard. 

But Jesus managed to overcome 
the threats of Herod and He sur- 
mounted the gossip. His parents, 
led of God, traveled to safety. At 
Nazareth, He grew and learned the 
things that a normal boy would 
learn. Herod died and no longer 
threatened His existence. At the age 
of twelve, He surprised the doctors 
in the temple with His knowledge 
and understanding. It is quite prob- 
able that there were some among 
them who thought that He would 
soon grow up and take one of their 
places as being learned and respect- 
ed. If anyone seriously felt this 
way, he might have said it would 
have been better had this boy not 
been born. 


When Jesus left home, was bap- 
tized, and began His ministry, He 
met many enemies. The Pharisees, 
the scribes, and Sadducees con- 
fronted Him with questions of trick- 
ery. They aimed at His disrespect 
for the way of the law. To them 
Jesus upset principles they had 
been trying to instill in the hearts 
of people for many years. Confu- 
sion spread throughout the land 
and people followed Christ. The 
priests and leaders in the church 
were in a frenzy because of radical 
teachings of this Man. “There would 
be much difficulty in getting the 
masses to accept the authority of 
the priest. The accepted pattern of 
religion would still be moving along 
in the same old way and we would 
not have to worry about these new 
interpretations,” they reasoned. 

Whenever the traditional and ac- 
cepted ways of doing things are 
challenged or new interpretations 
are made to the old teachings, peo- 
ple cry out with a loud voice about 
the prophet who challenges them, 
“Let him be accursed.” 

If Jesus had not been born, the 


problem of the virgin birth would 
be non-existent. If Jesus had not 
been born, Herod would not have 
decreed the slaughter of the inno- 
cents. If Jesus had not been born, 
there would not be the great schism 
between the Hebrew-Christian 
churches. If Jesus had not been 
born, an old religion would not have 
been challenged by a new way. 


But Jesus was born about two 
thousand years ago, and only peo- 
ple like Herod would ever wish that 
they had never heard of Him, de- 
sire that He had not been born, 
or seek to kill Him. God made Christ 
incarnate, choosing the way of 
birth to bring Him to the earth. 
It takes no more faith to believe in 
God’s miraculous intervention in 
one law of nature than it does to 
believe a law of nature that one 
does not understand. The scientist 
himself has a starting point of 
faith; from that point he proceeds 
to prove what he hypothesizes. 


The coming of Jesus gave the 
world of religion a new boost and 
the Christian church continues to 
grow with the spark, satisfaction, 
and peace that Jesus gave when He 
healed the sick, forgave sins, and 
calmed the waves. The experience 
that we have with Him, who lives 
even now, makes us know that His 
birth meant something. It means 
the salvation of our souls, the hap- 
piness of our hearts, and the joy of 
our Christmas. 


There are reasons why Christ 
should not have been born, but they 
belong only to those like Herod who 
are proud, selfish, tyrannical, and 
demented. And the reasons all lie 
in the essence of their pride, in the 
depth of their sin, and in the con- 
fusion of their understanding. Any 
reason uttered proceeds from the 
inner circle of the self-centered and 
the sick. 


There are few births in the his- 
tory of civilization that have given 
the world a universal touch. There 
are even fewer births that have ef- 
fected a healthy change in the ex- 
istence of the whole world. There 
is only one birth which brought the 
world undeniable salvation and the 
hope of another world. This is Sa- 
tan’s reason why Christ should not 
have been born. 
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THE MIDDLE EASTERN STAR 
(Continued from page 13) 


old red dragon will take upon him- 
self the same spirit he had during 
the battle of Armageddon, and go 
out into all four quarters of the 
earth and deceive the nations into 
battle against the Christ King and 
His saints that reign about the 
Holy City (Revelation 20:7-9). Sa- 
tan and his armies will compass 
about the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city. Here we have 
the armies of the Gog and Magog 
nations, the sheep nations that 
were favored to live during the 
kingdom age but now have been 
mobilized under the evil deception 
of Satan. Fire from God out of 
heaven will fall upon the revived 
nations of Gog and Magog. They 
will be consumed, leaving neither 
root nor branch, and will become 
ashes under the saints’ feet. 


Geographically speaking, the 
sheep nations will migrate 
throughout the four quarters of 
the whole earth. They will build 
houses and cities and inhabit them, 
becoming great nations of people 
during the thousand year’s reign 
of Christ. This is unlike the settle- 
ment of the United States in which 
the population has grown from a 
few religious forefathers who land- 
ed in 1492 to approximately 
180,000,000 at the present. The 
sheep nations begin not from a 
few primitive people in a time of 
rude culture, but from a nation 
of people in the atomic age. 

THE MIDDLE EAST POLULA- 
TION. Two great nations of adverse 
people were yet in the loins of 


their father when Abraham jour- 
neyed from Ur into the land of 
promise. In Isaac, the son of the 
freewoman, came the race of peo- 
ple now known as Jews; from 
Ishmael, the son of the bond- 
woman, came the Arabs. The di- 
vision of the Middle East has re- 
sulted in a small territory called 
Israel which is the home of the 
Jews. To Hagar, the mother of 
Ishmael, God said, “Arise, lift up 
the lad, and hold him in thine 
hand; for I will make him a great 
nation” (Genesis 21:18). The 
Arabian people have remained in 
the eastern territory of their birth- 
place. While Israel, the Jews, were 
driven from one _ country’ to 
another, the Arabs have inherited 
the land of prophecy. The Jews 
have returned but they do not 
have possession of. all the old city 
of Jerusalem; only a small ter- 
ritory of the Holy Land shelters 
them. 


The spirit of Magog is at work 
among the Arabian people, the con- 
flict centering upon the new State 
of Israel. Satan is aware that the 
King of glory is soon to return to 
Palestine, especially to the throne 
of David in the city of old Jeru- 
salem. Satan is in the political 
Struggle that is in the making 
among the Arabian people. Being 
bordered on the west by the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Arabian 
nations of Libya and Egypt lying 
to the southwest, Saudi Arbia to 
the southeast, Iraq; Iran, and 
Afghanistan to the east, with Jor- 
dan in her back yard, and Syria 
located in her front yard, Israel 
stands in jeopardy. The united 





kingdom of the Arabian people has 
its big brother in the alliance, 
while to the north of the land of 
Israel lies the Magog nation ready 
to devour her prey. 


THE CONCLUSIVE STAGE. The 
waters of the great Euphrates 
River have been freely flowing 
from the Ararat mountains of 
Armenia into the Persian Gulf 
since the creation of man. The 
great river awaits the hour of de- 
cision. During the great conflict of 
Magog and his armies in battle 
against the King of glory and His 
armies, under the sixth vial judg- 
ment, the river will be affected 
and the waters will be dried up, 
that the way of the kings of the 
East (east of Israel) might be pre- 
pared (Revelation 16:12). The re- 
cent war-scare seemingly was pre- 
mature; however, it took two pow- 
erful nations, the United States 
and Great Britian, to restore law 
and order in the Middle East. The 
conflict was merely a _ facsimile 
and prelude of the great invasion 
of Israel. The rapture must pre- 
cede the revelation of the anti- 
christ (2 Thessalonians 2:1-6). 


Therefore, be watchful; we know 
not the hour nor the day, but the 
Son of Man cometh as it is written. 
When we see the events of proph- 
ecy coming to pass, look up and 
behold the Son of Man coming in 
the heavens, coming with authority 
to rapture the Church-bride, and 
to rule over all nations as both 
King and Judge. “Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh” (Matthew 24:44). 





OUT OF THE NIGHT 
(Continued from page 5) 


total blackout during the night. The troops were stra- 
tegically placed on the training field and quite some 
distance away from them one of the company officers 
lit just one match. In the darkness of the night, the 
light of the one match was so very obvious and so 
easily detected. So it is with the glory of the Lord. In 
moments of wearisome toil, disappointment, and 
temptation, just a small ray of the glory of God is 
adequate to let us know and to feel that God is there 


with us. 
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and souls. 


world.” 


Even in this dark hour of history, we can thank 
God that there is light. Just as God spoke and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about the shepherds, 
He can speak today, and His glory can fill our hearts 


The world is dark, and many of the people living 
in this world are in darkness. They are all around us— 
our relatives, our neighbors, our schoolmates, the peo- 
ple with whom we work, our business associates—but 
you and I can have a part of helping God dispel the 
dark nights of sin in the lives of these people because 
in Matthew 5:14, Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the 
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brary 





Want to be a 





Price ONLY $2.50. ORDER Now! 


(Doran’s) 


e Ministers Manual 





$3.00 


Or Your Pathway Book Stores 


1108 Florida Avenue, Tampa, Florida 
75 South Broadway, Akron, Ohio 


Sermon outlines for every Sunday 
Sermon seed-thoughts and illustrations 
Services for special occasions 
Communion resources 

Children’s sermon suggestions 

Prayers and poems for worship 
Hymns for all occasions 

Funeral meditations 

International Sunday School Lessons 


Civil and Ecclesiastical Calendars 


& ORDER FROM Church of God Publishing House, 922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn 


25 Houston St., N. E., Atlanta, Georgia 
231 S. Church Street, Charlotte, N. C 


THE CALENDAR WITH 
A MINISTRY 


ANEW 24% 








CHRISTIAN efit 


LIFE. oD 


ENEW| 13 SINGLE SHEETS! 
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NEVER before has a calendar offered so 
many Bible teachings ...so many special 
features: 


® Over 125 clearly identified teachings and 
sayings of Jesus. 

© Back of each page bears Scriptural read- 

ings and thoughts for Christian living. 

Panel spaces feature inspirational se- 

lections for each month. 

13 religious pictures — each page with 

oldmaster framed border. 

Both International and National Sunday 

School Lessons used. 

All scriptures from beloved King James 

Bible. 

Space provided on the back of each page 

for Church and Personal notes. 


e New popular calendar size: 842”x 15”. 
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3 copies........ $1.25 26 copies........ $8.00 

12 copies........ 4.75 50 copies........ 16.00 
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Charles W. Conn’s newest .. . 


Where the 
Saints Have 
Trod 


a history of Church of God Missions 








Division headings in the book are: 


“Fifty Year Survey of Church of God World Missions’ 
“The Atlantic and Caribbean” 
“Latin America” 

“Alaska and the Pacific” 
“Asia” 

“Furope”’ 

“Africa and the Middle East” 


price $4 95 a copy 


Here for the first time is a highly readable reference work which presents the com- 
prehensive historical facts of Church of God Missions. 

This is the inspired account of those Church of God stalwarts who have taken the 
gcspel into near and distant lands. The first section is a “Survey of Church of 
God Missions.”" The survey serves the basic purpose cf co-ordinating the missions 
program with the general program of the Church both in chronological sequence 
and general administrative history. ‘‘Individual monographs have been written about 
those fields where the Church of Gcd presently extends its ministry. For greater 
utility and perspective, these monographs are arranged in general geographical group- 
ings.’ (See list of chapter headings above). In all, there are thirty-nine monographs. 
Together they give a panoramic record beginning with the very first missionary, 
some fifty years ago, to the present status of world-wide emphasis. 

Histcrian Conn has given students, teachers, and the general public an almost 
invaluable tool. He has captured in one convenient volume the essential facts con- 
cerning Church of God missions. So skillfully has he accomplished the task that 
anyone using the table of contents and the superb tables can quickly discover 
what he seeks. Too, the style employed in writing the bock is so delightful and 
fast moving that people will find themselves reading it by the hour. It is not 
exaggeration to observe that scholarly research has rarely been translated into such 
a lively and stimulatine, vet accurate history. 
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